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the white population of Colombia, the other three being the Cauca
Valley, the Bogota and other plateau districts on the Eastern
Cordillera, and the northern part of the Central Cordillera.

Though the greater part of the mountain region of Colombia
drains by the Magdalena-Cauca-Cesar River system, the arrange-
ment of the mountains diverging northwards like the ribs of a
half-open fan is favourable to the development of independent
streams following the north and south valleys between the various
chains. Somewhat west of, and parallel with the lower course
of the Magdalena, is the Sinu River, which drains the eastern
slope of the Pacific Cordillera in the section north of the S. Jorge
tributary of the Cauca ; and the Atrato follows the relatively
broad valley between the Pacific Cordillera and the Coastal
Range. The latter river, like the Magdalena, is obstructed by
sand-bars at its mouth, but is navigable for 280 miles above its
delta as far as Quibdo. The Gulf of Uraba, into which the
Atrato drains, is to be regarded as a northward and still sub-
merged part of the longitudinal valley in which the river flows.

The limb which the Eastern Cordillera of Colombia throws
into Venezuela continues as a vigorous system of parallel ranges
as long as it follows its initial north-easterly direction, the prin-
cipal range, that overlooking the Llanos of the Orinoco, being
known as the Cordillera de Merida. In spite of the general aver-
age height of this chain, a number of streams have cut across it,
so as to drain towards the Orinoco the parts of the mountain
region behind the summit line. Owing to the lighter rainfall on
the western side of the Venezuelan Andes the rivers that empty
themselves into Lake Maracaibo are generally small, they dim-
inish very much in volume during the dry season, and only one,
the Chamuto, takes its rise beyond the front range on the west.

In the southern part of Lara State the high chains give
place to a succession of more or less parallel ranges, nowhere
exceeding 5,000 feet in height, which fall gently north-eastwards.
These ranges, collectively known as the Coro group, occupy
almost the whole of the broad peninsula between Lake Mara-
caibo and the Caribbean, Their western valleys are mostly too
dry for settlement, but those towards the east are utilized for
the rearing of live stock, especially of goats. The town of Bar-
quisimeto occupies a gap which communicates south-east by the
Cojedes River with the Orinoco plains and north-east by the
Yaracuy Valley with the Caribbean. The irregular line formed
by these two rivers separates the Coro ranges, together with the
Sierra de Merida lying to the west, from the Caribbean ranges
to the east. The latter consist of two parallel chains between
which there is a corridor-like hollow, high in places, in others